Unlener

UNILEVER NEPAL LIMITED

empowering connections

IMC Worldwide wins Collaboration Champion of the Year Award for
UKaid funded RAP3 CONNECT partnership with Unilever Nepal Limited
a public private initiative to promote female entrepreneurs

The partnership between UKaid funded RAP3 CONNECT, Unilever Nepal Limited
and Prabhu Bank Limited has been recognised for its work to promote sustainable
livelihoods for women by The Association for Consulting and Engineering Awards
2017. IMC Worldwide, the UK firm implementing CONNECT and convenor of the
partnership accepted the accolade at the Awards ceremony held in London, UK earlier
this week.

This innovative model of extreme collaboration between a donor programme and the
private sector is paving the way to economic independence for hundreds of rural
women in the remotest parts of Nepal.

Over three years 600 high-potential women, the Hamri Didis (‘our sisters’), will be
selected by CONNECT, and trained and appointed by Unilever Nepal Limited as rural
sales agents in the Mid and Far West of Nepal. Prabhu Bank Limited will offer start-
up capital loans. To date, 382 women have been selected and 224 of these women
are trading.

‘Financially independent empowered women are vital for Nepal to progress. | am
delighted and very supportive of the CONNECT — Unilever - Prabhu Bank
collaboration because it recognises this fact and is making it happen’, noted Dr.
Chiranjibi Nepal, Governor, Central Bank of Nepal at the graduation ceremony of the
first 100 Hamri Didis.

Thanks to the partnership, rural communities now have access to essential health and
sanitation products and income-generating opportunities. Meanwhile, Unilever and
Prabhu Bank can reach their products and services to last mile markets, unlike earlier.

While the CONNECT programme will be completed in 2019, Unilever Nepal’s
growing commitment to the Hamri Didi model will ensure the impact of the
partnership is long-lasting.
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Note to editors

Unilever Nepal Limited Unilever is one of the largest and most recognised
corporates in Nepal. Unilever Nepal has had its operations in the country for more
than two decades and has successfully piloted the Hamri Didis programme in East
Nepal. UNL is now investing in the training and mentoring of women entrepreneurs
in CONNECT districts and has established local dealers who are willing to supply
small quantities of goods to Hamri Didis in remote areas.

Prabhu Bank Limited is one of the fastest growing private sector banks in Nepal
with deep rural market penetration and has committed to directly provide small loans
for start-up capital, thus reducing initial costs for the Hamri Didis. This is a significant
step forward by a private sector bank in Nepal to support micro and small enterprises.

Since 1999, within the Rural Access Programme (RAP), IMC Worldwide has
built 1000 kilometres and maintains 2000 kilometres of roads connecting Nepal’s poor
rural communities to services such as market, healthcare and education. RAP’s
economic development component, CONNECT, aims to boost the economy in the
remote Mid and Far West of Nepal by making roads work for the poor. CONNECT
is doing this by building partnerships between divergent interest groups including
banks, multinationals, micro, small and medium enterprises (MSME) and farmers,
focusing on empowerment of players who are poorly represented on the
entrepreneurial landscape, such as women and youth.

The Association for Consulting and Engineering (ACE) represents the business
interests of members of the consultancy and engineering industry in the UK. It is the
leading trade association in this sector, counting approximately 550 firms as its
members. These firms range from small to large and operate across many different
disciplines. Members are among the world’s leading consultancy and engineering
companies. ACE offers a series of awards to recognize and honour innovation and
achievements within the consultancy and engineering sectors.
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Hamri Didi Graduation Ceremony

Mid and Far Western Development Region of Nepal
19 September 2016

Credit: John Burke/ RAP3 CONNECT
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